By GILBLISS Those musical boundaries
Union Leader Correspondent most recently extended to
Thailand, South Africa, Spain
EW Hampshireis | and Scotland when he compos-
graced by the pres- ed the soundtrack for the PBS
ence of working series “Dinner On The Diner,”
artistswhoenrich | inwhich he collaborated with
our culfural experiences while filmmaker Jonathan Guilbert,
drawing inspiration for their an Englishman living in Ports-
own work from the natural mouth who heard Armstrong
beauty of their surroundings. perform in concert.
Such s the case with Randy “He remembered me and
Armstrong, 49, a guitarist who gaveme a call and it fit like a
was drawn to the Granite State glove," recalled Armstrong.
while working as a teenager in Guilbert's series took the
atouring rock band and has viewer on four famous train
stayed here ever since, making journeys, with Armstrong’s
aname with the world musie music confributing a feel for
e i o e
now making music witha compositions an ra-
D e e RANDY ARMSTRONG dimmse
e i Armstrong- at Philips Exeter Acade-  The resulting on
Nahrmann Group, lf:yaﬂw o the Ellipsis Arts label is a re-
Living outside the usual Although Armstrong’s hori- ~ flection of Armstrong’s current
hubs of the music world— New  z0ns extend well beyond state  musical sensibility, an evolu-
YorkorLos Angeles—re- ~ lines to far musical comersof  tion of sound that began in the
quires commitment. A~ the globe, wessill getfo hear  back rooms of music stores,
strong hasaready supplyof  his work in local venues, such  learning from big band guitar-
that, making a living through  astomorrow night, April 20, ists. That led toa critically ac-
his professional music career,  when heappearswithhis  claimed partnership with
while passing on his knowl-  group fora concert beginning  fellow Doah founder Ken La-
edge tothe next generationas  at 8 p.m. atthe Newport Opera  Roche, a keyboard/percussion-
aadjunct memberof themusic  House. ist, that yielded several
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recordings and a wealth of

memorable concert perform-
ances over 17 years,

“Some of my greatest musi-
cal moments were performing
with Ken and with the ensem-
ble," Armstrong said. “We were
able to create a body of work
and perform at a lot of fantastic
venues.”

The pair, whose musical col-
laboration would extend later
toa larger group, were per-
forming what is called “world
music" long before the term
became a buzzword in the
music industry.

“When Ken and I began our
world music exploration in the
T0s, many artists were being
influenced by world musie,
such as Indian music on pop
music and the Beatles and
Afro-Cuban influence injazz,"
Armstrong said,

“When our (first) album
came out, we were put in with
folk music, which we really
weren't or international, which
was another genre.” he said.
“Then we were called new
acoustic music and new age
music.

“Teall it world fusion music/
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contemporary jazz because my
sensibility harmonicallyis |
from the jazz repertoire, al-

though... I have a lot of influ-
ence from Western classical

music, too.”

Doah made a name foritsel|
throughout the musie world
but like many of life's partner-
ships, people grow apart and
that was the case with Arm-
strongand LaRoche when the |
group dishanded in 1991,

“Im&dtogo%mw
contemporary jazz with a
stronger emphasis on world
music and Ken was looking at a
more folk and classically ori-
ented view of musicand ..

bums, touring and working like
crazy, itwes time tochange |
and go in new directions,”
Armstrong recalled.

An accomplished percussion-
ist utilizing instruments from
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Armstrong was we're in it together,”  mine the vein of
born in West Virginia, Armstrong said. “As  world fusion music.
50 some of the first life went on, it be- “We enjoy each oth-
music h.e heardwas  came a part of my er’s musical abilities
mountain bluegrass. ~ foundationasaper- 5, it a complement,
Butgrowingupin  SonandIbecamea  p.p¢ why we havea
Ohioand Washing-  Bahai, which em- partnership,” said
ton, D.C, hewasex-  bracesthebeliefin A1 cirong of his for-
posed to different the oneness of all hu- 1o poah bandmate.
cultures and that has  Manity. Itopened up  «yoiker's a trained
affected his musical My Whole musical ap- 1 a1 and jazz mu-
life. :)hmach ;& lookmgb §t alaian

¥ : e world as one big

“My basically white 1t Percussionists
background came in . g ! Marty Quinn and
contact with the Afri- L mnottryingto o oo poorisare
can American com- be an African drum- also important group
‘munity and I started ;;r{:;tcif:ut:::?é members, as is trum-
perming e i e Do oo,
mﬁ ic of that commu- techindues of play] on “Dinner On The

— that style of music A
g‘g' as ‘::‘l; Y u;i and incorporating it ~ Diner-

Beatles and the Brit- 144 my mix of cultur- At the Newport

ish invqsi?n, which al expression musi- Opera House, Arm-

m’s al:;srmﬂuer;::, cally,” he said. strong ;nll give twgay
en on, goi - clinics during the

5 ; s His latest ensem- G

u;t&more fusiontype' o, 4e Armstrong-  to area schoolchil-

of things, like Santa- Nahrmann Group, dren, followed by the

na and Am‘)’-cuban was formerly known evening concert.

influences,” he said. 55 1yny Mondo, with Future projects in-

“I just realized that bassist/keyboardist clude a second album
this is just one in- Volker Nahrmann, with Nahrmann, and
credible planet and and they continue to  he’s nearly ready to
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ONE of numero world musician
Randy Armstrong has been involved in is
“Dinner on the Diner,” a PBS series for
which he composed the soundtrack.

release his first solo
album, which he de-
scribes as a guitar-ori-
ented album, with
world music influ-
ences.

For more informa-
tion, visit www.ran-
dyarmstrong.com.
Tickets for his 8 p.m.
Newport Opera
House show are
priced at $12 and $10.
Tickets for the day-
time shows, set for 10
a.m. and 12:45 p.m.,
are $8. For more in-
formation, call 863-
2412,



